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The genus Manis L. is known for the fauna of the southern and central parts 
of Mozambique, through the presence of the CapeGround pangolin — Mi iem- 
tnincki Smuts, 1832 (Smithers & Tello, 1976). This species in¬ 
habits South and East Africa, from Transvaal to Southwest Sudan (K i ng - 
don, 1971; M e e s t e r, 1971; Dorst et Dandelot, 1976). In some 
regions of this range, however, the Ground pangolin is rather rare (Ki ngdon, 
1971), and for other its presence has not been proven. 

According to the most authoritative report on the mammalian fauna of 
Mosambique (Smithers and Tello, 1976), this pangolin reaches up 
to thenorth in the Zambesia district (reports for the Gile Wildlife Reserve). 
Neither is any more northern observation mentioned in a new work on 
the mammals of Mozambique (Frade & Sylva, 1981/1982). The species 
has not been observed in the northwest Tete district, neither have pangolins 
been reported in the spacious territories north of the cited location, which is 
situated some 550 km towards the northern boundaries of the countryand occupies 
an area of over 300 000 sq. km. As the cape pangolin inhabits the southern parts 
of Malawi (Sweeny, 1959) and is also found in Tanzania (S w y n n e- 
rton & H a y m a n, 1950). Smithers & Tello (1976) suppose it also 
occurs in Northern Mozambique. 

At the same time E 1 1 e r m a n et al. (1953), and later M e e s t e r 
(1971), who follow W. AnselPs views, suppose that North Mozambique is in the 
range of the tree pangolin Af. tricuspis Rafinisque. However, its distribu¬ 
tion here was rejected by Smithers & Tello (1976), and later by 
A n s e 1 1 himself (1982). The picture becomes even more complicated because 
of the doubts of the possible presence of the giant pangolin M. giganlea 111 i- 
g e r east of lake Malawi (K i ngdon, 1971). Travassos Dias 
in a popular book on Mozambique fauna (1981) reports the catching of a pan¬ 
golin in the Cabo Delgado district, close to Lagoa lungo in 1956. The report 
(not mentioned bySmitheres & Tello, 1976) does not state clearly 
whether it was namely the ground pangolin that was caught or the find was 
automatically attributed to this pangolin, simply because of its existence in 
the southern provinces. 

A Bulgarian Zoological Expedition, organized in 1983 by the National 
Natural History Museum at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, jointly with 
the Museum of Natural History, Maputo, carried out obserbations and made 
a collection of medium-sized and large mammals, thus providing additional 
information on the distribution of some species (Spassov, Roche, 
1989). Information was gathered on the existence of the pangolin in the north¬ 
ern parts of the country. At the same time a pangolin had beenseenbya 
Bulgarian geologist north of the Lurio river, 30 km from its estuary. A simi- 
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lar.specimen, photographed near the village of Mazeze made it possible to iden¬ 
tify the animal (Fig. 1). 

The massive body and the broad, relatively short tail, and the small num¬ 
ber of transverse rows of scales, the small number of lateral caudal scales ex¬ 
clude the possibility to attribute the specimen to the tree pangolin (M. tricuspis) 
(Mohr, 1961 ; Meester, 1971; Dor st, Dandelot, 1976; Patterson, 1978). 
The photograph also shows, that the front legs are covered with scales up to the 
claws, while the lower part of <■ the body is not cover¬ 
ed with whitish hairs. These characteristics add to and confirm the above 
conclusion.According to literature, the tail of the massive ground and giant 
pangolins is shorter than the length of the head and the body. In some cases 
it appears (see Mohr, 1961 — the photograph, and Fig. i) that with Af. 
temmiticki the tail may reach and to a certain extent exceed the length of the 
head and the body, however it is quite shorter than that of M. tricuspis, where 
the tail may be 1,5 times the size of the head and the body. 

The small number of transversal body rows of scales (not more than 13), 
the limited number of lateral tail scales (not more than 13), and as it appears 
the rather broad tip of the tail indicate that the specimen photographed can¬ 
not belong to the species of the giant pangolin and that it belongs to the spe¬ 
cies M. temmincki (Mohr, 1961; Meester, 1971; Dorst et Dan¬ 
delot, 1976). 

The discovery of the ground pangolin near the village of Mazeze in the Cabo 
Delgado district proves the presence of this species ifi the northern parts of 
Mozambique, thus complementing information on its distribution, and cla¬ 
rifies the question of the presence and specific position of the pangolins in the 
cited regions. 

I should like to express my gratitude to Dr Kozhuharov, Institute of Geo- 
ogy, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, for the photographs and the informa- 
ion. 
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O FlPHCyTCTBHH H BHflOBOft nPHHAAJIE>KHOCTH 
fllAEPOB (PO JXMANIS L., PHOLIDOTA) 

B CEBEPHOM M03AMBHKE 

HiiKOJian CnacoB 

(P e 3 to m e) 

Ao HacTOHiuero BpeMeHH He BbiflCHeH OKOHqaTejibno Bonpoc o npucyTCTBHH h bh- 
AOBoh npHHa,zyie*KHOCTH po/ta Manis b CeBepHOM Mo3aivi6iiKe. 

AnajiH3 4)OTorpa({)HH nfetepa, CAe^aHbix b npoBiiHUHH Ka6o-AeJibra;to, no3- 
BOJineT c yBepenHocTbio ycTaHOBHTb npucyTCTBiie KancKoro Ha3eMHoro nmepa h 
b ceBepHbix paftoHax CTpaHbi. 
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